When Paul Holstein Vice President of CableOrganizer.com contacted me to discuss a custom PC project I was immediately interested in working with him, knowing the reputation that his company has for providing case modders with the very best in wire management products. Well-planned and executed cable management can make-or-break the good looks on the inside of a custom PC. Providing just the right products to tame the “bowl of spaghetti” that dozens wires can become inside a case is what cableorganizer.com is all about.  

Many of the products they sell are military and aeronautical grade, so discussions during our first meetings brought us to a military themed PC as our project goal. I have been a fan of the F-117A Nighthawk fighter since I first saw the jet do several flybys over Brighton Beach, Brooklyn in 1987. I was transfixed by the otherworldly shape of this aircraft as was hundreds of stunned beachgoers were as they looked to the sky in amazement.  We soon had a plan to build a custom PC that would be geared towards playing flight simulators and popular games that demand the latest hardware. 

As I never work with drawings or proper plans for my projects, I knew that this one would be one of my greatest challenges to date. To design the high-impact Polystyrene shell of the case without a single 90-degree angle was one of my most important goals, reminiscent of the radar evading shape of the Stealth fighter.  With this inspiration, I began to craft the aluminum framework that would hold all the PC components, after a paper model was built to give me the overall shape and size of the finished case.

I used about 22 meters of aluminum angle and flat stock to create the frame, and hundreds of stainless steel button head screws cut to size by hand to fasten it all together.  Although this intricate framework would not be seen from the outside, each piece was meticulously wet sanded and hand polished to a mirror shine. Once the framework was complete I began cutting and fabricating the polystyrene shell of the case; styrene is the same hard plastic material your keyboard and monitor is made from. The shell was assembled using cyanoacrylate “super glue” and then later reinforced inside with fiberglass fabric and resin. 

Once all the parts were manufactured I was amazed at how easily all the components fit inside and the structure came together. Careful engineering and design “on the fly” is no easy task, however my many years of experience and thousands of hours of practice (and a lot of mistakes) helped to make it come together nicely.  Paul Holstein and the folks at cableorganizer.com really liked the finished piece. Soon after I delivered it to them in Ft. Lauderdale Florida, it was whisked off to the Le Bourget Paris Air Show where it would have a place at their company booth for both pilots and attendees to have some fun with. The project is currently back in my studio for some artistic enhancements, and will be featured at upcoming LAN parties and events over the next year. 



